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Assembly of single ferrules Repair of fixed links

News from our own region or from all over the world, they 
reach us daily, almost every minute. Mobile means of pro-
duction, such as OB vans, are directly on site and give us 
the feeling of being there up close. Today's OB vans are 
packed with state-of-the-art equipment and can therefore 
deliver outside productions almost at studio quality. In 
order to meet the increasing demands of live broadcasts, 
however, future-proof technologies are required and used.

Challenges
 Short time window
 Analysis and assembly directly in 

the vehicle in the outdoor area

Key to success 
 Exact planning and preliminary 

discussions
 Qualified team
 Close cooperation with the 

customer

Results
 Tested and repaired fiber optic 

lines with a downtime of only 24 
hours

SUCCESSFUL CHECK-UP: OB VANS WITH 

LENS TECHNOLOGY SERVICED

REPAIR  SERVICE  FROM FAST.L ANE® ENABLES  FAST  MAINTENANCE 
OF  DEUTSCHL ANDR ADIO'S  OB  VAN

INDUSTRY  Event Technology 

CUSTOMER Deutschlandradio
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Due to changing production environments with a wide variety 

of requirements, the technology used in the OB van must be 

flexible and, above all, robust. This is the only way to 

guarantee perfect transmission to the broadcasting center. 

In addition to perfect adaptation to local conditions (e.g. 

when laying cables), the renewal of older technologies or the 

repair of defective material are also part of regular mainte-

nance.

This also includes checking the fiber optic links, over which 

all control, audio and video data are distributed. It was 

precisely with this task that Deutschlandfunk Kultur 

approached LWL-Sachsenkabel GmbH. Through its FAST.

LANE® product division, Sachsenkabel had already gained 

experience in the inspection and repair of OB vans in other 

projects. As with all previous assignments, time was the most 

critical factor in this project. The OB van should be ready for 

use again as soon as possible. Thus, after previous project 

discussions and coordination, the OB vans of Deutschland-

funk Kultur were expected around noon of the first day of the 

project at the company premises of LWL-Sachsenkabel GmbH. 

On the background of a very short time window, the 

inspection of all fiber optic links with lens technology started 

immediately after a short briefing and handover of the 

vehicle to Sachsenkabel. In contrast to conventional contact 

connectors, the so-called Expanded Beam Technology does 

not rely on physical contact, but realizes the transmission 

using beam expansion via lenses. This creates a glass-air-

glass transition. Although the signal attenuation of this 

transmission technology is higher than that of contact 

connectors, such as LC or SC connectors, lens connectors are 

much more robust and tolerant to contamination. This is 

essential to building stable connections, particularly in 

outdoor jobs like those of an OB van. Parts of the material to 

be tested were mounted on cable drums. These could be 

analyzed within the framework of the standardized manufac-

turing and testing processes in the production areas of 

Sachsenkabel. 

Another four links were permanently installed in the OB van 

and therefore had to be tested with mobile equipment in the 

outdoor area. 

MAINTENANCE  OF  DEPLOYED 
EQUIPMENT  CONSIDERED  MAN-
DATORY FOR  PERFECT  TR ANS-
MISSION

As part of the analysis, it quickly became clear that some 

lens connectors of the fixed sections as well as some lens 

connectors of the cable drums had to be replaced. 

The necessary work was carried out in the morning of the 

following day. Thus, already in the afternoon the OB van 

could be driven to its next location and be handed over 

checked and repaired. The OB van was operational again 

within only 24 hours. Deutschlandradio was very satisfied 

with the result and the speedy realization of the project. 

More Information: 

anfrage@sachsenkabel.de

www.sachsenkabel.de

Polishing with mobile equipment


